The Proteasome: More Than a Means to an End.
The proteasome regulates timed degradation of proteins using both intrinsic and extrinsic receptors that recognize polyubiquitin chains on targets. In this issue of Structure, Chen et al. (2016) outline the structural basis of how intrinsic receptors prefer ubiquitin-like domains rather than ubiquitin, to bind extrinsic co-receptors.